AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



1 . (Currently amended) A method for providing user access to electronic images of 
a physical text based on user ownership of the physical text, comprising: 

(a) receiving a request for access to one or more electronic images of a 
physical text in which the request identifies the user submitting the request; 

(b) confirming user ownership of the physical text based on the user identity; 

(c) consulting one or more access rules that define an amount of content in 
electronic images of the physical text that can be provided to the user based on the user's 
ownership of the physical text , wherein the defined amount of content for users who own the 
physical text is greater than an amount of content that may otherwise be provided to users who 
do not own the physical text ; and 

(d) providing user access to the one or more electronic images of the physical 
text in accordance with the one or more access rules. 

2. (Original) The method of Claim 1, further comprising providing access to a 
user-personalized library of electronic content and automatically including the provided 
electronic images of the physical text in the user's personalized library for later access. 

3. (Original) The method of Claim 2, wherein automatically including the provided 
electronic images in the user's personalized library comprises storing a link in the user's 
personalized library, in which accessing the link provides the user access to the images in a 
centralized database of images. 

4. (Original) The method of Claim 2, further comprising setting a flag associated 
with the images in the user's personalized library to indicate that user ownership of the physical 
text has been confirmed. 
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5. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein confirming user ownership comprises 
reviewing purchase information pertaining to the user and determining whether the user has 
purchased the physical text. 

6. (Original) The method of Claim 5, further comprising communicating with a 
third party regarding purchase information of the user. 

7. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein confirming user ownership comprises 
receiving from the user a receipt evidencing purchase of the physical text. 

8. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein confirming user ownership comprises 
receiving from the user an image of a page from the physical text. 

9. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein the one or more access rules permit 
user access to electronic images of the entire physical text. 

10. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein user ownership of the physical text 
results from the user's purchase of an item that the physical text normally accompanies. 

11. (Original) The method of Claim 10, wherein the physical text is an operating 
manual for the item purchased by the user. 

12. (Original) A method for providing a central database with electronic images of 
physical texts and enabling access thereto by multiple users, comprising: 

(a) acquiring images of pages of physical texts in which identifying 
information is associated with the images to identify the physical texts from which the images 
are acquired; 

(b) storing the page images and the associated identifying information in the 
central database; 

(c) receiving information indicating a user's ownership of a particular physical 

text; and 
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(d) enabling the user to access page images of the particular physical text in 
the central database based on the user's ownership of the physical text. 

13. (Original) The method of Claim 12, wherein acquiring images comprises 
scanning printed pages of a physical text. 

14. (Original) The method of Claim 12, wherein acquiring images comprises 
receiving page images and associated identifying information from a user upload. 

15. (Original) The method of Claim 14, wherein user-uploaded page images and 
associated identifying information are automatically included in a personalized library of 
electronic content maintained at the central database for the user. 

16. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 12, wherein enabling the user to 
access page images comprises setting a flag associated with the user and the physical work page 
images in the central database signifying the user's ownership of the physical text. 

17. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 12, wherein receiving information 
indicating a user's ownership includes on e of receiving information that the user has purchased 
the physical text or th e us e r has purchas e d an it e m normally accompani e d by th e physical text . 

18. (Currently amended) Apparatus for providing user access to electronic images of 
a physical text based on user ownership of the physical text, comprising: 

(a) means for receiving a request from a user to access one or more electronic 
images of a physical text, wherein the request identifies the user; 

(b) means for confirming user ownership of the physical text based on the 

user's identity; 

(c) means for consulting one or more access rules that define an amount of 
content in electronic images that can be provided to the user based on the user's ownership of the 
physical text , wherein the defined amount of content for users who own the physical text is 
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greater than an amount of content that may otherwise be provided to users who do not own the 
physical text ; and 

(d) means for providing user access to the one or more requested electronic 
images in accordance with the one or more access rules. 

19. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 18, further comprising means for providing 
access to a user-personalized library of electronic content and automatically including the 
provided electronic images of the physical text in the user's personalized library for later access. 

20. (Currently amended) The apparatus of Claim 18, further comprising means for 
setting a flag associated with the user and the electronic images of a physical text signifying the 
user's ownership of the physical text. 

21. (New) The method of Claim 12, wherein receiving information indicating a user's 
ownership includes receiving information that the user has purchased an item normally 
accompanied by the physical text. 

22. (New) A computer-implemented method, comprising: 

processing a request from a user to access an electronic version of a physical work stored 
in a data storage, wherein the data storage has electronic versions of physical works stored 
therein, the electronic versions of the physical works comprising images of the physical works 
that, when displayed to the user, appear the same as the physical works; 

determining the user's ownership of the physical work; and 

based on the user's ownership of the physical work, providing the user with access to the 
electronic version of the physical work. 

23. (New) The method of Claim 22, wherein determining the user's ownership 
comprises reviewing purchase information pertaining to the user and determining whether the 
user has purchased the physical work. 
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24. (New) The method of Claim 23, further comprising communicating with a third 
party regarding purchase information of the user. 

25. (New) The method of Claim 22, wherein determining the user's ownership 
comprises receiving from the user a receipt evidencing purchase of the physical work. 

26. (New) The method of Claim 22, wherein determining the user's ownership 
comprises receiving from the user an image of a page from the physical work. 

27. (New) The method of Claim 22, wherein the user's ownership of the physical 
work entitles the user to access the electronic version of the entire physical work. 

28. (New) The method of Claim 22, wherein the user's ownership of the physical 
work results from the user's purchase of an item that the physical work normally accompanies. 
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